Tajikistan’s Push for AI in Education: Top 10 Government Initiatives and Insights (2022–2025)
For the past three years, the Government of Tajikistan has actively promoted the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into its education sector. Through national strategies, presidential directives, pilot projects in schools, and international partnerships, Tajik authorities are laying the groundwork for an AI-driven educational transformation. Below is a top ten list of the main messages and strategic initiatives communicated by the Tajik government regarding AI integration in education, with detailed explanations and supporting sources.
1. National AI Development Strategy (2022) – Education as a Key Priority: The Government approved a comprehensive National Strategy for the Development of Artificial Intelligence up to 2040, which explicitly prioritizes human capital and education in its AI vision. President Emomali Rahmon signed this strategy in 2022 – the first national AI strategy in Central Asia – setting an ambitious goal for AI-related technologies to contribute 5% of Tajikistan’s GDP by 2040asiaplustj.info. This strategy frames AI as crucial for “all areas of socio-economic development”, including the modernization of education and training of skilled specialistsdig.watchasiaplustj.info. It calls for integrating AI into socio-economic sectors and training a new generation of IT and AI specialists to boost the country’s competitivenessasiaplustj.info. Crucially, the strategy established an institutional framework to implement these goals, including an AI Coordination Council.
2. New Governance Bodies for Science, Education and AI: Tajikistan created high-level bodies to oversee innovation in education and AI deployment. In 2022, alongside the AI strategy, the government formed an Artificial Intelligence Council under the Ministry of Industry and New Technologies to coordinate AI initiativesasiaplustj.info. This Council (headed by tech entrepreneur Azizjon Azimi) guides projects like AI curriculum development and works with global partners on AI infrastructure. Similarly, a Council for Science, Education and Innovation under the President was established to address challenges in science and education and to drive reforms in these vital sectorsdig.watch. These bodies signal top-level commitment to digital transformation in education – directly involving the presidency and key ministries in steering AI policy, funding R&D, and aligning educational programs with the national AI agenda.
3. Pilot Introduction of AI Lessons in Schools (AI-Study Initiative):

Tajik school students learning with computers during an AI lesson (pilot program, 2023). Tajikistan launched a pilot program to introduce AI into the secondary school curriculum – one of the first such initiatives in Central Asia. Led by the AI Council under the Ministry of Industry and New Technologies, this project initially rolled out in five pilot schools in 2023 and, due to high interest, expanded to ten schools by early 2025asiaplustj.infoasiaplustj.info. The participating schools (including Dushanbe International School, Contofield International School, Navovar School, “Kafolat” Gymnasium, and the Tajik-Russian Lyceum “Hotam & PV”, among others) each formed AI learning groups of 15–20 studentsasiaplustj.infomuslimnetwork.tv. In these pilots, students receive lessons on AI fundamentals and its real-world applications in fields like healthcare, science, and educationbilim.tm. A hands-on, project-based approach is emphasized: after learning core concepts, students work on independent projects to solve practical problems using AI, fostering critical thinking and innovationasiaplustj.infobilim.tm. This message – that “the younger generation must be prepared for a future where AI permeates all aspects of life” – has been strongly communicated via official press releasesasiaplustj.info, positioning early AI education as a national priority.
4. Roadmap for Nationwide AI Curriculum by 2026: Building on the pilot’s success, the government has signaled plans to scale AI education to all schools within the next few years. According to official reports, it is “planned that by 2026, AI lessons will be integrated into the school curriculum across the country.”bilim.tm This large-scale project aims to create an AI ecosystem accessible to every schoolchild in Tajikistan, ensuring that advanced technology education is not limited to a few elite schools. By institutionalizing AI as part of the standard curriculum (much like math or science), authorities intend to raise the overall digital literacy of students and nurture home-grown tech talent. The nationwide rollout plan aligns with the National AI Strategy’s goals – notably the 2040 GDP target – underlining that broad-based educational reform is key to achieving Tajikistan’s AI-driven development ambitionsbilim.tm. In government messaging, this effort is framed as preparing youth for the “global technological revolution” and building an innovative, future-ready workforcebilim.tm.
5. Introducing AI Degree Programs and Labs in Higher Education: To create a pipeline of skilled AI professionals, Tajikistan has overhauled parts of its higher education system. Five universities launched new AI-related majors at the bachelor’s and master’s level in the 2022–2023 academic year in line with the national strategyaic.tj. These include the Technological University of Tajikistan (in Dushanbe and its branch in Isfara), the Tajik Technical University and its Polytechnic Institute in Khujand, and the Kulob Institute of Technology and Innovation Managementaic.tj. By expanding university programs in “Artificial Intelligence” as a dedicated specialty, the government aims to produce a cadre of AI engineers, data analysts, and researchers domestically. Additionally, AI laboratories have been established or upgraded: Tajikistan now hosts at least two privately funded AI labs in Dushanbe and Khujand that engage students and researchers in machine learning, data science, and algorithm developmentdig.watch. These labs, often in partnership with universities or tech firms, enable hands-on R&D and innovation. The clear message is that tertiary education must align with the demands of the digital economy – a point reinforced by officials highlighting that multiple institutions are now training specialists in AI where only one had such a program a few years agodig.watch. This represents a strategic shift in higher education policy toward modernizing curricula and building research capacity in AI.
6. Capacity-Building through AI Academies and Skills Training: Beyond formal degrees, the government and its partners have launched practical training initiatives to build AI skills among youth and professionals. A flagship effort is the AI Academy, initially piloted in Dushanbe in 2020–2021 with support from industry and international experts. Over the past two years, this Academy (which uses content like a Stanford University AI curriculum) has expanded its courses countrywideasiaplustj.infoaic.tj. By mid-2023 the AI Academy was not only in the capital but operating in other regions, having trained over 300 specialists in machine learning and AI technologiesasiaplustj.info. The Academy runs tiered programs (such as an “AI from Zero” introductory course and an advanced “Middle AI” course launched in 2023) where top students engage in intensive 6-month training and capstone projectsaic.tj. Impressively, officials report that thousands of young people have already benefitted: an AI training center run in partnership with Alif Bank has “graduated over 7,000 young people” with foundational AI and coding skillsasiaplustj.info. Many graduates have secured internships or jobs with local tech companies, showcasing early success in workforce developmentaic.tj. The government frequently cites these numbers to illustrate how investing in talent development is central to its AI-in-education strategy. The message of these academies is clear – Tajikistan is rapidly upskilling its youth for the digital era, using bootcamps, hackathons, and certification courses to supplement traditional education.
7. Teacher Training and Digital Literacy Reforms: Recognizing that integrating AI in schools requires prepared educators, the Ministry of Education (with support from partners like UNESCO) has moved to upgrade teachers’ ICT and AI competencies. In 2023, the Ministry approved new ICT competency standards for teachers and organized training workshops to ensure teachers can effectively use digital tools in instruction (a foundational step toward teaching AI content)unesco.org. Under the AI pilot programs, teachers underwent intensive training specifically on AI principles and pedagogy before teaching the new curriculumbilim.tm. Over a three-day bootcamp, for example, instructors (including those from remote regions like Gorno-Badakhshan) learned how to explain machine learning concepts and illustrate AI’s impact in various industriesasiaplustj.info. Ongoing support is planned, with the AI Council providing consultations and peer exchange for these pioneering teachersasiaplustj.info. More broadly, the government’s strategy mandates “training of teachers in the field of artificial intelligence” and equipping schools with modern ICT infrastructure as top prioritiesdig.watch. This two-pronged reform – building teacher capacity and improving connectivity/equipment in schools – is repeatedly emphasized in official communications. By empowering teachers with the right skills and resources, Tajikistan aims to ensure that advances in AI curriculum translate into effective classroom practice.
8. International Partnerships to Boost AI Education: Tajikistan is actively forging partnerships with foreign institutions and tech companies to support its AI-in-education goals. For instance, in March 2025 the Minister of Industry and New Technologies, Sherali Kabir, met with leadership of the Mohamed bin Zayed University of Artificial Intelligence (MBZUAI) in the UAE to discuss collaborationen.trend.az. They agreed on initiatives to involve Tajik students in MBZUAI’s graduate programs and to strengthen academic exchanges between Tajik and Emirati scholarsen.trend.az. This means top Tajik students may receive scholarships to a world-class AI university, bolstering the country’s expertise upon their return. Tajikistan has also partnered with China in the tech sphere: the government signed agreements with China on AI development, cloud computing, and big data, with Chinese tech giant Huawei playing a major role in Tajikistan’s digital infrastructure rolloutasiaplustj.info. Huawei has helped implement data centers and is likely to contribute to smart classroom technologies. Additionally, global firms like NVIDIA have engaged with Tajikistan – NVIDIA, via its Deep Learning Institute, is collaborating with the AI Council to adapt AI training materials for local needs and to provide cutting-edge educational content on AIasiaplustj.info. These international collaborations, frequently highlighted by Tajik officials, serve to bring expertise, investment, and curriculum support. The underlying strategic message is that Tajikistan sees international cooperation as vital to accelerating its AI and education development – learning from countries at the forefront of AI education (such as the UAE) and leveraging technology transfer from leading companies.
9. High-Level Commitment and Ambitious Rhetoric: Tajik leaders have consistently signaled strong political will for an AI-driven future, often using bold rhetoric that ties national pride to technological progress. For example, Sherali Kabir (the Minister overseeing innovation) made headlines by declaring that “the fifth industrial revolution will begin right here, in Tajikistan” and that the country has a “strategic vision for the development of artificial intelligence.”eurasianet.org Such statements, delivered to domestic media in early 2025, imply that Tajikistan aspires to punch above its weight and possibly become an AI development hub in Central Asia. Government messaging frequently underscores that Tajikistan was the first in the region to adopt a National AI Strategy, portraying the nation as a regional leader in embracing AIasiaplustj.info. Officials cite interest from global tech entities like NVIDIA and even OpenAI as validation of Tajikistan’s potentialeurasianet.org. While observers note these predictions are optimistic, the strategic insight here is that top-level endorsement of AI integration creates momentum – it filters down into robust targets for ministries (such as education) and helps secure budget allocations for related programs. By casting AI advancement as part of the country’s destiny and developmental narrative, the government is rallying institutions (schools, universities, tech firms) around the goal of technological innovation.
10. Acknowledging Challenges and Pursuing Reforms: Importantly, Tajikistan’s government acknowledges the significant challenges in integrating AI into education, and is addressing them through policy reforms. The National AI Strategy candidly notes gaps such as the “lack of educational literature in [the] field of AI in the state language (Tajik)”, an acute shortage of teaching staff specialized in AI, outdated technical equipment in many schools, and incomplete internet connectivity across educational institutionsdig.watch. These realities – low base of ICT usage and few locally trained experts – could hinder AI adoption. By openly identifying these weaknesses, the government has justified a series of remedial measures. These include developing AI curriculum materials in Tajik, investing in school infrastructure (connecting schools to the internet and providing computers), and updating teacher training colleges to produce tech-savvy educatorsdig.watchdig.watch. Additionally, Tajikistan is shifting to competency-based education and new learning standards, often with support from the EU and UNESCO, to modernize its overall education system (STEM and ICT education) in tandem with AI initiatives. The reform efforts like the “e-Donish” electronic education system – which introduced smart attendance cameras and digital grade-books in dozens of schools – are steps toward a more data-driven, AI-ready educational environmentdig.watchdig.watch. The takeaway is that Tajik authorities are coupling ambitious plans with gradual system upgrades and reforms. By improving fundamentals now (content, teacher skills, infrastructure), they aim to make the integration of AI in education sustainable and effective in the long run.
Each of these points reflects the Tajik government’s strategic messaging and actions between 2022 and 2025 to embed artificial intelligence into the education sector. From setting visionary goals at the highest level to piloting concrete programs on the ground, Tajikistan is positioning education as a cornerstone of its digital transformation. The consistent inclusion of education in AI-related strategies, speeches, and partnerships indicates that officials see educating the next generation in AI as essential for the country’s socio-economic development and competitiveness in the decades ahead.

